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MJPC Joined HRW in Calling to hold the Congolese Army Accountable for War Crimes

" Failing to hold accountable soldiers who commit war crimes and crimes against humunity will result in
conitnued sexual violence against girls and women in the DR Congo"

June 12, 2009 - PRLog -- The Mobilization for Justice and Peace in the DR Congo (MJPC) called for a full
inquiry into new allegations of continuing rape and sexual violence committed by the Congolese Army
after a recent report by Human Rights Watch revealed shocking new evidence. The report documents how
the Congolese Army (FARDC) has been committing serious human rights abuses that amount to war
crimes in East Congo and calls on the UN Security Council to demand the Congolese Government to
immediatly investigate and hold accountable soldiers responsible for war crimes. 

The MJPC is gravely concerned at continuing reports of sexual violence in eastern Congo. Makuba
Sekombo, MJPC's Community Affairs Director, stresses "paramount importance of sending a clear message
to all armed groups in the region – and to the victims of sexual violence in the DR Congo – that rape and
other forms of sexual violence are unacceptable and will not be tolerated regardless of the circumstances".
"Congolese army officers are not above international criminal law", and "Congo has clear international law
obligations to do something effective to protect girls and women from sexual violence" added Sekombo.

Rather than receiving appropriate medical and psychosocial care, women and child survivors of rape and
sexual violence in eastern Congo continue to face rejection and stigma while the perpetrators of the crime
go unpunished. The MJPC has launched an online petition calling on the Congolese Government to put
urgently in place a comprehensive program of compensation for the victims of sexual violence which will
encourage victims of sexual violence in Eastern Congo to report perpetrators to police and to express their
needs for access to medical treatment, psychological services and other social resources. 

The petition can be signed at http://www.gopetition.com.au/online/26180.html . "While no amount of
money can reverse or address the impact of sexual violence on victims, the MJPC maintains that in this
way, society at large, through the government, can acknowledge the humiliation suffered, shock and pain
experienced by victims and provide the resources to help victims rebuild their lives.

# # #

MJPC is a nonprofit organization dedicated to working to add a voice in the promotion of justice and peace
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in particular in the East where thousands of innocent civilians,
including children and women continue to be victims of massive human rights violations while the armed
groups responsible for these crimes remain unpunished.
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